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ABSTRACT 

Designed for parents with children in the British 
school system, this booklet describes the National Curriculum, which 
sets out what children should know, understand, and be able to do at 
each stage of their education from the ages of 5 to 16« Under the 
National Curriculum, children will be taught what they really need to 
know, and students and teachers will be given definite national 
targets to aim for in the most important subjects, thereby raising 
standards* Teachers will check a child's progress against national 
tests at ages 7, 11, 14, and 16. Schools will provide parents with an 
annual report on their child's progress, showing how the child is 
progressing in the National Curriculum and other subjects. The 
curriculum will cover the content areas of technology, history, 
geography, modern foreign languages, art, music, and physical 
education, and the three core areas or English, mathematics, and 
science* (In Wales, Welsh is also part of the curriculum). There are 
brief explanations of the ways in which the National curriculum 
focuses on the learning of basic skills during primary education and 
the ways in which the curriculum changes when students enter 
secondary education to allow students more choices in regard to the 
courses they take, Basic information about course offerings, tests, 
and awards at the primary and secondary levels is provided. The 
booklet concludes with a brief listing of other sources of 
info rma t i on , (HOD) 



* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made ^ 

* from the original document. ^ 
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Foreword by the Secretary of State for Edtication 
and Science 

Your child has a right to a good education, and you 
have a right to know both what is being taught in 
your child's school and how your child is 
progressing. That is why we now h-'ive a National 
Curriculum which sets out for the first time what 
children should know, understand and be able to 
do at each stage of their education from 5 to 16. 
It also provides for their progress to be regularly 
tested and reported to parents. 

This booklet gives you the basic facts about your 
child and the National Curriculum and tells you 
how to find out more. 




Rt Hon Kenneth Clarke QC MP 



Contents 




The National Curriculum 



2-3 



What the National Curriculum covers 



4-5 



Primary education: concentrating on the basics 6-7 



Secondary education: more subjects, more choice 8-10 



Reports for parents 



11 



More information 



12-13 





The National Curriculum 

I lir Xalioiial ( Oni ric iiluin i^iianniit't-s iluK all 
( liildivn w ill be (au^lu u hal ihcv ifalK need to 
know, w it h t lu'tks on ilu'ir pi'ot^ross al t'\t'r\ siai^f. 

I his iiicaiis I hal nou as a paivm can lind out w hai 
\oiir child is doini*' al sc hool and u h\, I he regular 
U'sls \N ill It'll \ou ium \N('li \()iM' ( hiUi is doini^. 

\ou can sec ihc Xalional (airriculuni docmncnis 
.11 an\ I inic al ihc school. I'lic regular reports \<)u 
recci\e on \our chiUTs proi^ress \\ ill ^i\e \<>n an 
opportmiilN to talk lo teachers ai)oui wlial 
happens in ihc classroom and how it i-elales to 
National (airrictdiini aims. 




I he Xalional (airrir-dum is desii»ne(l lo raise 
siandanis I)\ i>i\ ini> pupils and teachers (ieliinie 
national tarirets to aim lor in the most important 
sid)jects. As children i>et older 
and learn mort\ the tari^t'ts 
become steadily more dillicnlt 
so that lhe\ aie ;dua\s 
motivated to do their best. 

leachers will check vonrchiUrs 
progress aj^ainst the national 
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targets as part ol" ihoir normal (la\ -i()~<lav work, 
riicrc will also he national tests at at'vs 7, 11 , 14 
and 1<). 1 he rcsultsorilR-sr tests will i)e reported 
lo so thai voii can (dllow mhiv riiiUTs proi;*ress 
and work wiih the teaeiiers to help tiiat protrress 
aloni;. 1 his w ill help them set a paee w iiieii is 
ritrht lor voiii* eiiild, huiidint* on streni>tlis and 
tackling weaknesses. 

This eoin hi nation ol Clear tari;ets and national 
tests w ill help ensure that: 

• teaehers have the hii^hesi possible 
expectations oi theii* pupils; 

• sian<lar(ls are raised in sehools rii^ht across 
I he eouiitrv; 

• pupils ean move (rom one school to 
another w iihoul disrupt iiii^ their 
education: 

• vou» as a parent, can hold vour child s 
school tt) account for the proi^ress vour 
child is makintr and for the standards of 
the school trenerally. 

All state schools follow the National (lurriculuni 
and niaiiv independent schools are ch()()sini»* to 
use it as well. 
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The iXaiional Curriculum 
is only part of what the 
school offers \our child. 
All childrcti also tahc 
iii'lit^iou s h'.ducnt ititi 
unless their pai c7\ts 
sf} c r iji calls ch o o s c 
other w isc. And t h v 
school zvill want to hrint^ 
out the best in \our child 
not just in terms of 
a ca dew iv sh ills h u t 
personal qualities us 
wclL The school 
prospectus will tell you 
what the school's aims 
are and hoie it tries to 
achieve them throutrh 
school act ivi ties. 



What the National 
Curriculum covers 

I he Nalioiial ( .un'i( ulum is made up <)( (cmi 
Mihjt'c is. Al (Ik* tcntir aix* llu* "coix*" subjec ts ol 
l-'jiir/ish, tnadietnatirs and srirtia\ FlicoduM- suhjcc ts 
arc tc'c lni()l()t»y, liistorv, j^coi^^raplu; a niodoiMi 
(oroij^n laut^uat^v, an, music an(i plusical cducat ion. 
In Wales, Welsh is also |)ari o! the National 
( an ric iduni. 



These folders tell you what is in the National Curriculum. 
You can see them at your child's school. The remainintr 
National Curriculum subjects - music^ art and PE - will 
be introduced from Autumn 1992. 
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The National CurricMlum is heiiitif iiitroducvd 
jrradually. Most children under 14 are tblUm iniif 
parts oi it already. It will he I'ully in phice b\ the 
nii(l-199()s. 



riie examples sht)\v w hich subjects tuo ivpical 
children would siudv and w hen thev would usually 



he tested: 

u'ill.\t{trl til prnnar\ sc/itntl 
nt A uiumn l^>^>2. 

Uv M ill ^tart to Icurtt (ill of ihr 
\'{iin>ii(il ( iin n ulum 
f\t('/)t a modern fnrfi^n 
liinirKdi^c. I hot is, lie will 
lliv three core suhjeci'^ - Ijit^ltsli, 
\nent'e dud tiKilltemai ic^ -fflus 
leclnioloiiy. fiislory. ^ettirraffltw 
(irl, jnuMe and phwicdl 
rduntiiou. 

At the eud of (he 'school year 
l^f'^f-l, iihen he IS 7, Hilly. s 
fnoirrcss ni all ihese suhjcrt.s will 
he «\\7'.s5<v/ hy his teacher, and 
I here will he ^imfde formal te\t\ 
ifi l\}iiflish, malhs and snetu e. 

.W the end of the school year 
I'NIIS, when he IS //. Hilly will 
aidant he assessed in all t/iese 
\uhjetts. I'hisiinie. formal 
written test^ are likely to f)lay a 
hiili^er f)art ni tfic assessment. 



liilly\ elder u\ler S,ilh, n ill 
\iart at secondary scfiool ni 
\ututnti i')'>2. 

Sfie will study all the .\ational 
( ' iirru ulum .\uhiects. mclndnii^ 
(I modern foreit^fi Irnnrudi^e. 

Sally will he tested ni the'^e 
Mthjects at (he end of ihe "school 
\eiir l'>^>f''^, when she is I I 

I'rom aife if. Sally will heahle lo 
make some snhjecl cfiotces and 
will he tested at ai^e ffy - 
/jfohahly t(ikt)iir ftuhhc 
examinations like (iC.Si. )(ni 
will find more ahout /■/ + 
cfioiees on finite 
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AGES 5 . H y EARS 



ENGLISH 

Yo u n(r children c tijo v 
tcllitttr storirs and 
/) lay inir i m at^i n a t ivc 
(fames. This helps them 
learn to speak clearly, 
listen carefully and to 
want to read and write 
stories for themseh'es, 

/?V 7 they should be 
start inir to read 
independently and 
f)e£f inning to write 
lef^ihly. producinif short 
pieces of writint^ on their 
own, usinfr complete 
sentences and spelling 
simple words correctly. 

By II they will he able to 
read different hinds of 
texts and make simple 
comparisons between 
them. They will bcfrin to 
match their style of 
ivritinfi to different 
audiences. They ivill be 
getting better at 
organising their works 
punctuation, spelling 
and putting their ideas 
across clearly. 



Primary education: 
concentrating on the basics 

In I he ciirK wins noui* child u ill < oiicciHriiic on \ \w 
Uasit skills - i(';iruiiim lo read and \s riic and (o nsc 
iiunibci s. I rider die Xalional ( ni ricidinn \(n\v 
( hild will also \ wv,\u lo explore s( i(Mu icchnoloi' \. 
his((>r\. i;('o^ra|)li\. an. nuisi( and 14'. - making 
nine subjects a l!()|L»('i her. So as well as learnini; l)asic 
skills Nonr child will lollou a broad, balanc ed 
( nrricidinu iha! prepares die N\a\ lor secon<lar\ 
s( liool. 

1 he national tests w ill also io( iison the basi( s. lor- 
example, 7 searolds will l)e tested on reading, 
NN ! it in and arithmetic and on part of ilieir s( ience 
know led t>(* - w itii panic ularai lent ion beini^ paid 
lo readini*. 

This w ill i;ive von, as a parent, clear inff^rmation 
alxHit how well vour child is niasteriiu', these l)asic 
skills and whether anv special help is needed. 
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AGES 5 . II YEARS 



MATHEMATICS 

Yo u »£( ch ild re n 's fi rs t 
steps in mathematics arc 
throui^h countiriff, 
rhymes and practical 
activities like wei^hiut^ 
and measurinff. 

By 7 most will he able to 
deal with numbers up to 
100: work out change; 
recof^uise common 2-0 
and 3-D shapes: httow 
the common units of 
m easurement. 

By 1 1 m any pup i Is iv i II 
have developed an 
understanding^ of the 
precision needed for 
mathematical 
calculations and of how 
important mathematics 
is in their own lives. 
They ivill know their 
tables^ and be able to 
make 3-D objectSs find 
areaSs perimeters and 
l'olumes^ use graphs and 
diairrams. They will be 
workinfT out calculations 
in their heads or on 
paper, and makint^ a 
start with algebra. 




( Jiildrcu can develop their 
skills uj (Jcsiiininti and 
makiufj through practical 
chtA.srofnn activities as 
part of their xrork in 
\'a t tonal Clurrivul u m 
tech noloiT\\ 



I 



Vcvlitt,, ofry also has close 
links li ith other subjects ~ 
such as science, art (d' 
design or historx. These 
pupils have learnt about 
Mo rsc Co d e i n h i s tor\ a n d 
are fntdittti out how it 
works. 



SCIENCE 

Children's natural 
curiosity about the 
world around them 
provides the startini^ 
point for their 
exploration of science. 

By 7 they will have 
started to look at the 
variety of livintr thin^s^ 
simple properties of 
materials^ the effects of 
pushes and pulls^ and the 
relationship of the earth 
to the sun and moon. 

By II most pupils will 
know about livintr things 
adaptinfr to their 
environment, about the 
formation of soil and the 
use of simple electrical 
circuits. 




ACES II . 16 YEARS 



ENGLISH 

By 14 pupils will he 
able to discuss and 
summarise what they 
have read — includini^ 
plays and poems from 
earlier centuries. They 
will he able to write 
independently and at 
length for d iffe re n t 
purposes - reviews, 
letters, essays, reports, 
playscripts^ stories. 

Between 14 and 16 pupils 
will be developing their 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
English language and 
extending their range of 
skills in using it both in 
speech and writing. 
They will read many 
different kinds of texts, 
literary and non- 
literary, and be able to 
show critical and 
analytical skills. They 
will be able to argue a 
point of view using 
evidence from texts. They 
will be using libraries, 
reference books and 
other information 
sources independently. 



Secondary education: 
more subjects, more choice 

At II pupils u ill !)(' l)uit(lini; on fu iii louiulai ions 
ni iuniuM';u \ and liicracN, All w ill (hen siarl (o 
Irani a iiuxU'i n l()rcii»n lani'uai'c as well as 
t onlinuini' -N iili lIuMiinr suhjcris lol lowed ai 
pi'iniai N school. Schools niusl ol Icr ai Icasl one* 
lani'uajL^c of (lie l airopcan ( ^oninuiniu (such as 
I'Vciich, (fcnnan or Spanish), hui pupils can lake 
another modern lorei|L;n iani^ua^e instead, ill lie 
s( hool is able to oifer the ( hoice. 

I here will he written tests lor I 1 vearold pupilsin 
all (111* Nat ional ( lurriciilinii subjec ts except imisi(\ 
art and l*K. 

I roiii around ai»e I 1 pupils are bet^innini; to think 
about w hat they w ill do ai ter ( ;( :Si;, w hether tliev 
plan t(M <)ntinue in lull-time educat ion or t raining" 
or start v.ork. I he\- need more choice in w hat thev 
st udv. 

Information Tvchnology is 
part of the tcchnologs 
curriculum from 5-/6 and 
supports pupils' learning 
across the curriculum - for 
ex ample, c o m m u n icat i n g 
0 n d h a ndl i ng i n form at ion, 
modell i ngs m easu re m e ti t 
and control. These pupils 
are producing a news-sheet 
using IT 




AG E5 n . [6 YFARS 



I lulcrtlu' \;ui()nnl( iin icuhinuhcN w ill all i';M'r\ 
(li) \\ iili /'.//i^'Z/.s//. iiuil/is. s( fCiK s(n(l\ ()l 

(t'clnio/oi^w 'A modem iom<rii laiiii^ndiic iiiul /'/■". hut 
'I IK id I he ( .(Acrnincnl's iaU'sl proposals llu'\ ss ill 
!ia\(' < hoi(('s lo maki' aUotii i hci r oi lu'iMil)ji'( is: 

llu'\ \N ill Im' able lo tIkx^sc < oiirscs 
Icadint; (<> <|ualitir;uions axsaidcd fi\ 
\o( alional bodies like I KC, C.itv aiul 
( .uildsaiui USA, I tu'sc < oursrs will rover 
skills dial will iielj) them prcpaic Ibr a 
pai (i< idar kiiulol job or I ti t dicr (rainini> 

I liev will !)(' able to i lioose IxMween 
historx and j^eograpln, or take shorter 
( oiirses ill both*'' 

ihev will be able to choose wbeiluM' (o 
earrv on with music nnd art, or give up 
one or l)oth''' 

ihev will be able to lake up now subjects 
- lor example economics, or another 
language. 



MATHEMATICS 

liy 14 many pupils will be 
able to solve equations, 
plot (rraphs.find areas 
and volumes of regular 
shapes and know about 
Tf and Pyth ago ra s ' 
Theorem, 

From 14 to 16 they uiill 
extend their studies in all 
areas of mathematics 
usint^ their k now led if e 
and skills in tasks 
related to real life. 

/Tits will include: usinf* 
the memory facility of a 
calculator; generating 
different types of graphs 
on a computer and 
interpreting them; using 
and recording data, 
producing a frequency 
table and calculating 
the mean. 



' Ihi'Ciovrrnnu'ni is tonsiilliiit; on tlu'st* 
{)n)f)<>sals hclort' seeking 
Par!iamoiUar\ api)rov;il. 
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AGES II . 16 YEARS 



SCIENCE 

By 14 pupils will have 
studied food chains^ 
chemical reactions, rock 
formation, and electrical 
motors, dynamos and 
transformers. Majiy will 
be able to explain about 
the maintenance of the 
balance of nature and 
use microelectronic 
devices to control simple 
circuits. 

By 16 they will be able to 
explain familiar 
observations in 
scientific terms. They 
will understand the 
molecular basis of 
inheritance; the 
movements of the earth's 
^riist: how gravity 
determines the 
movements of the 
planets: how to use 
symbolic equations to 
describe chemical 
reactions. 



KvcrvoiK* inusi take science ( roin 14 to I() but some 
schools will oKci a choice i)i science coiuses. 1 lie 
main loiue, (or the niaioi'ii\ ol pupils, u ill he (he 
"(louf)le science" < ouise Icadini* to a (ioul)le ( i( SI*', 
award. For pupils w ilh a special I'eason for 
spendini^- more time on other subjects (heie is the 
alternati\c* ol a reduced "single s( ience" course 
leading to a sini^le ( i( SK award. And liiere is a 
third option schools ina\ oi ler — .i coui se leadini^ to 
(ICSKs in the thret* s<*parate sciences ol biolo^N, 
( hemistrv and phvsics. Il*\()ur child s sciiool oi lers 
(his course vour < iiild cannot just lak<* pai t of it - 
all three sciences iia\e to be taken to ( i( -SK le\cl. 

I he school w ill tell vou w hat choices are a\ailaf)Ie 
so vou can discuss theiti w ith noiu" child and (he 
teachers and decide w hat w ill be the [)est options. 

Most l() year olds will be tested bv takini^ the ( i( .SK. 
Almost all pupils w ill follow (i(]SK. coiuses in 
Kni^iish, maths and science, and main w ill do 
(iCSK courses in other National (airi ic iilum 
subjects. New Nocational courses are also beini^ 
developed lor the 14 to l() vearolds who preler a 
more pi aclical approacli. T'^? 
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Reports for parents 

I Ik- sc hool must ^ixc \ ()u an amuuil icpni l on xour 
( luld's progress, showing how \nin' ( liild is 
proi^ivssini; in ihc National ( .in ric uluni and odicr 
sul)jc*c is. In the w'dvs wlu-n \our < hild lakes die 
national u-sis - ,ii 7, I K 1 1 and U> - ilu* report w ill 
^■i\c' '.(HI du' ix'siilis. 

I here are len U'xelsol aehievenuMii in die National 
( liirrieiduni and < hildren w id ino\c' on to hii;*her 
lexelsas lhe\ woik through the national tari><1s. 
DitTereni cluldren uill nio\e at diflerenl sp<-eds 
and the sanie ehild ina\ ino\e niore (jiiic kl\ in some 
suhjeets than others. 




I'hv report will fell \nu 
the level xour ehild has 
reaehed in eaeh sithjeet 
and (he levels reached in 
the main parts of eaeh 
siibjeet - for example you 
leill not just he told how 
\itur ehild is doin^ in 
Eniilish hut what level he 
ttr she has reaehed in 
reading, writif)^ and 
'^penkinii. You Will also he 
\liawn htrw your ehild's 
results e(tnipare with 
those (}f other ehildreii of 
the same Oifc. 



Age 



11 



14 



16 



r 

f- S 



V'l 
\ 1 



.\// ehild re n start at 
5 \'ear\ old xeorkini^ 
toieards level I a rid are 
liheh' to move on by (tne 
level every two wars: so 
a t \pieal 7 year old 
would he at level 2 and a 
t \pieal 1 1 year old at 
level L The shaded areas 
.\how the ranife of levels 
within whieh the i^reai 
majority of pupils will he 
workint^ and thv solid 
line shows averai^e 
aiiainm enis. 
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Onlv the very bn^htest pupils will reach the 
highest level - level 10- which will he niorediHicult 
than the current top grade of the (iCSK, grade A. 




More information 

\ini ( an Inid oui nioic ai)()ui u hal noui ( hi Id is 
(loiiijL^ and \\ Iial llic sc hool ( an <>l icy In : 



• lalkint^ lo Mniv < Iiilds icacluT ai a paivnis* 
c'\rnint^ or open da\ ; 

• (lis( iissini»' \<)nr cliild's cnd-ol-war report 
widi [hr !(^a( luM' \\ iiosc nanic is i;'i\c-n as a 
(onlact on ihv rt'poi i lorni: 

• iiiakiniL;; an appointincni widi die 
appropriate tcadicr il nou wisli (odisc uss 
dniit^s ai anv odicr liinc: 

• icadint; tlu' s( liooPs I)i()c lun(' or prosper i us 
-iru ill tell vou wliat is I)cMni; tani^Iu (oc-ai h 
yciw t^roup: 

• rcadini*' the i^()Vc'rnint>i)odys annual rcpoi t 
10 parents and aitendini^ the ainiual 
meeting arrani^ed lor parcMiis lo diseuss it: 



• askini^ to see the National Cuiric uhnn 




Other sources of information 
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I hc Parcul's Charln; published in Sepleiiiber 1991 . svi om 
parcnls'fxisiini^ rii^hls and responsibilities, and described liow 
ihe (i()\ernmeni plans lo strengthen parents' abilitv t<» a< t in 
partnership w ith schools to i^et the best education for their 
t hild. It proposed in parti( ular that the lau shoiild be chani^ed 
to provide for: 

• rei^ular independent inspections ol'scfiools; 

• written reports at least once a vearon each child's 
proi^ress; 

• annual published tables of [)err()rniance inlbrniation 
loverini^ all local st hools. 

( ■.oj)ics of tlie hirrut 's CJwrtrr are ax ailable I roni: 
FREEPOST(BS528/8l). BRISTOL. BS3 3 Y Y 

1 he main role ol the National ( .urriculuni Coinicil is to advise 
the Secretarv of State on tlie iniplcnientation of the National 
Curriculum and to t^ive t^uidance to schools. Its publications 
are also available to tlie public. A list of these is a\ailable from: 
THE INFORMATION SECTION, 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM COUNCIL. ALBION WHARF. 
25 SKELDERGATE, YORK, YO I 2 XL. 

(Tel: (mn 622533. box: 0904 622921} 

riieScIiool Kxaininat ions and Assessment ( iouncil advises i he 

Secretarv of State on the lesiinir of pupils' kno\vledj;e and 

luidcrstandinirof the subjects they are now re<iuii-ed tostudv as 

par t of the National Curriculum. It ensures (jualitv at (iCSK 

and AS/A level and isadvisinir the Secretarv of State on wavs ol 

providiiiii; parents with much greater information about their 

child s progress. Further Information is available from: 

IN HORM AT ION SECTION, (2ND FLOOR). SEAC, 
NEWCOMBE HOUSE. ^5 NOTTING HILL GATE, 
LONDON Wn 3JB. 

( IH: 071 229 1214, /m; 071 243 0542) 






/ Ins hoohlcl u;f \ 'i's 
tin' hdsu (ads nlxmi 
xv/i(^ \()i(r child will do 
at school Q}td tclls^ \on 
how \o fnul oof }noyc. 



